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My Bachelor's thesis, “Labour Immigration of Turks to Germany and the Development of
German Immigration and Integration Policy” deals with Turkish guest workers' arrival and
subsequent settlement in Germany and the conditions they have been living in. The first part of
my thesis is devoted to the evolution of Turkish labour immigration and a discussion of its
influence on and co-evolution with German immigration and integration policy. The second
part is addressed to the acceptance shown by the majority of Germany society of contemporary
Turkish immigrants' integration and uses as examples the development of two important public
or human rights. The first of these rights is freedom of religion, which contains both freedom
of religion at school, and the right to build mosques in German cities. The second is the right
to political participation for Turkish residents who are either German citizens or who have
permanent residency, but not citizenship. The thesis tries to answer the questions of how
successful integration has been and whether or not Germany has found the right balance
between democratic values and the cultural diversity brought by having a large Muslim
minority. The thesis as well touches on the biggest problems of the second and third
generations of Turkish immigrants which are a lack of education, and the antagonistic
relationship between the German liberal establishment and the strictly conservative institution
of the Muslim family.
